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UIA WORLD CONGRESS 
OF ARCHITECTS 2023
SUSTAINABLE FUTURES
LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND

A PROGRAMME THAT PROMOTES 
DIVERSITY AND DIALOGUE
The World Congress programme features influ ential and innovative profiles 
in the built environ ment. Our speakers have all been carefully select ed for 
their strong contributions to architecture, science, business and politics, 
as well as sustain able approaches to new solutions and methods. 

There are:

110+ 
SESSIONS

15 
PARALLEL
TRACKS

240 
HOURS 
OF CONTENT

MEET LIKE-MINDED PEOPLE
Dedicated and creative architects, landscape 
ar chitects, designers, developers, clients and 
owners, advisors, urban planners, scientists and 
researchers, students, project leaders from the 
building industry, art and culture associations, 
pol iticians, global decision makers and business 
leaders will meet in Copenhagen to discuss how 
architecture can contribute to a sustainable fu-
ture – leaving no one behind.

• KEYNOTE DIALOGUES designed as a series of conversations between trailblazing 
 architects  and experts from science, business and politics. All keynotedialogues will 
 be moderated by Connie Hedegaard.

• NEXT GEN sessions that give space to the young and their voices, to open a win dow 
 to the future and start the dialogue between generations.

•  PAPER PRESENTATIONS from all corners of the world – 250 contributers showcase 
 the newest knowledge and push for change by challenging architectural norms and 
 connecting research and practice in new ways.  

•  VELUX DAYLIGHT TALKS explore the significance of natural light in archi tecture and 
 feature architects who are actively working with daylighting in their projects.

• The OBEL AWARD TALKS highlight architectural contributions for people and planet, 
 with awardwinning projects that challenge the status quo.

•  AND MUCH MORE

THE VENUE 
The Bella Conference Center will 
be transformed to create the per-
fect backdrop for a congress like 
no other – with dialogue, well-being, 
exploration and inspiration in focus, 
facilitating the meeting of like-
minded people, intent on changing 
the whole built environment.
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How can architecture shap e societies and create potential 
for a more sustain able, equitable and inclusive future? 
We know the problems, we have the solutions and we 

need to act now, in order to save the planet

HOW CAN ARCHITECTURE 
CONTRIBUTE TO THE UN 17SDGS? 
The 6 congress themes are based on a dual commitment to environmental 
and social sustain ability. They cut across and synthesize content from the 
17 Sustainable goals without sacrificing the complexity and interdepen-
dency of the sus tainability agenda in the built environment.

The 6 themes are:

   DESIGN FOR CLIMATE ADAPTATION    DESIGN FOR RETHINKING RESOURCES    DESIGN FOR RESILIENT COMMUNITIES    DESIGN FOR HEALTH    DESIGN FOR INCLUSIVITY    DESIGN FOR PARTNERSHIPS FOR CHANGE

They will form the congress topics as well as the innovations discussed 
in paper presentations on the science track.

••••••



CHIMAMANDA NGOZI ADICHIE
Award-winning writer 

and feminist
 

METTE SKJOLD
CEO, SLA

CONNIE HEDEGAARD
Master of Ceremonies

 

JEROME FOSTER 
Activist, Youngest Member of the White 
House Environmental Justice Advisory 

Council, Software Engineer, 
Co-Founder at Waic Up

 

FRANCIS KÉRÉ
Founder & Principal, Kéré Architecture, 

2022 Pritzker Prize winner
 

BJARKE INGELS
Founder, BIG

PARTHA DASGUPTA
Emeritus Professor of Economics, 

University of Cambridge

MARIA P. NEIRA 
WHO Director, 

Department of Environmental, 
Climate Change and Health

 

ELIZABETH TIMME
Founder & Director of Design, 

Office of: Office
 

JESICA AMESCUA CARRERA & 
MARIANA ORDÓÑEZ GRAJALES

Architects & Founders, Comunal

 

And many more:  https://uia2023cph.org/speakers/

 

DORTE MANDRUP 
Founder, Creative Director, 

Adjunct Professor & Architect MAA

HANS JOACHIM SCHELLNHUBER
Founder & Managing Director, 

Bauhaus Earth

CHRISTIAN BENIMANA 
Senior Principal, MASS Design Group, 
Director of The African Design Centre

JIM HAGEMANN SNABE 
Chairman, Siemens, 

World Economic Forum Trustee

CHRIS DOWNEY
Architect & Founder, 

Architecture for the Blind

NYASHA HARPER-MICHON
‘Archtivist’, Architect, 

LinkedIn Top Voice Green, 
Business Strategist, Educator, 

Speaker, Writer

KUNLE ADEYEMI
Founder & Principal, NLÉ

SPEAKERS
KEYNOTE HIGHLIGHTS  



PROGRAMME OVERVIEW  
2-9 JULY 2023

SUN 02.07 MON 03.07 TUE 04.07 WED 05.07 THU 06.07 FRI 07.07 SAT 08.07 SUN 09.07

8.30

OPENING 
CEREMONY

OFFICIAL 
PROGRAMME

OFFICIAL
PROGRAMME

OFFICIAL 
PROGRAMME

UIA GENERAL  
ASSEMBLY

UIA GENERAL  
ASSEMBLY

UIA GENERAL  
ASSEMBLY

Ends at 15.00

OFFICIAL 
PROGRAMME

CLOSING AND 
AWARD 
CEREMONY

Begins at 14.30
UIA GENERAL 
 ASSEMBLY

UIA COUNCIL 
MEETING
14.00-16.00

17.00

WELCOME 
RECEPTION 
CITY HALL

PAVILIONS · TOURS · SIDE-EVENTS

FAREWELL 
PARTY
ØKSNEHALLEN

• 110+ sessions
• 250 scientific paper presentations
• 15 parallel tracks
• 240 hours of content
• 10-15 pavilions with additional programme
• 14+ Architectural Tours 
• 50+ Side Events 
• Welcome and Farewell Party

In Bella Center

Around Copenhagen

Only UIA General Assembly delegates



PROGRAMME IN PROGRESS - MARCH EDITION

MONDAY  
JULY 3rd. 

PLENARY C1 C2 C3 C4 B1 B2 B3 B4

11.15 KEYNOTE DIALOGUE:

The EU Goes Green - 
A New Bauhaus Will 
Turn Vision Into Reality

Bjarke Ingels

Changing Welfare 
Landscapes in the 
Nordic World

Ellen Braae, 
Tom Avermaete, 
Thordis Arrhenius, 
Anne Tietjen

Madame Architect on 
Stories and Lessons for 
a New Way Forward 

Julia Gamolina

Unboxing Carbon 

Martha Lewis

Universal Design in 
Humanitarian Settings 

Cora Valloire , 
Anne Kathrine Frandsen, 
Sif Holst, 
Anton Ryslinge, 
Mauro Lucardi

UIA Professional 
Practice Commission

James Wright, 
Weimin Zhuang

The Faroe Islands - 
more information to 
follow...

Democratic Recon-
struction of Ukraine

Peder Baltzer Nielsen

12.15 Lunch / 
Sponsored symposia

13.45 KEYNOTE DIALOGUE 
NEXT GEN: 

Architecture and Ac-
tivism - How To Make 
An Impact
 
Nyasha Harper-Michon
Jerome Foster II

Universal Design and 
Human Diversity - Are 
We Leaving Anyone 
Behind
 
Camilla Ryhl, 
Jos Boys, 
Olivia Dahl Nielsen

Scientific Panels, 
Climate Adaptation - 
Trends and Insights
 
Billie Faircloth, 
Maibritt Pedersen Zari 

Velux Daylight Talks 

Omar Gandhi

Partnerships for Change
Exploring the potential 
of UIA Region 2

Istelliana Atanassova

UIA Architectural Edu-
cation Commission

Marilys Nepomechie, 
Ashraf Salama

UIA Architecture & 
Children Work 
Programme

Suzanne de Laval, 
Heba Safey Eldeen

UIA Heritage and 
Cultural Identity Work 
Programme 

Mohammad Habib-Reza, 
Kassim Mwamba Omar

UIA member section 
China

Guosheng Zhang

15.15 Break 30 mins.

15.45 KEYNOTE DIALOGUE: 

Health - How Archi-
tects Must Tackle (Cli-
mate Related) Health 
Inequities
 
Christian Benimana, 
Maria Neira

Bloxhub - more infor-
mation to follow…

Gehl - How To Design 
for Equitable Resilience

Jeff Risom, 
Liselott Stenfeldt

Scientific Panels, 
Rethinking Resources - 
Trends and Insights 

Mette Ramsgaard 
Thomsen, 
Carlo Ratti

UNESCO - more infor-
mation to follow…

Next Gen: 
Circular Economic 
Perspectives on Data 
Driven Social Change
 
Pernille Berg

17.00 See you tomorrow…

NEW RESEARCH & PAPERS* 
(appr.  75 x per day)  
Details to come

*Papers showcase the newest knowledge and push for change by challeng-
ing architectural norms and connecting research & practice in new ways

PLENARY

9.00 OPENING CEREMONY 9.00-10.45
Welcome & introduction to 4 days of moving architecture towards a sustainable future. 

Special guest: 
CHIMAMANDA NGOZI ADICHIE

After congress hours: TOURS, SIDE-EVENTS AND PAVILLONS



TUESDAY  
JULY 4th. 

PLENARY C1 C2 C3 C4 B1 B2 B3 B4

08.30 Cities for People - 
50 Years Later 
Jan Gehl, 
Rob Adams

Interactive Session: 
Turning Waste to 
Architecture 

Anders Lendager

Velux Daylight Talks 

Dorte Mandrup

Scientific Panels, Re-
silient Communities - 
Trends and Insights 
Anna Rubbo, 
Juan Du

Under 40s on 2040: 
The Chinese Youth 
Speaking on the Future

Zhang Li, Li Xiangning

UIA Indigenous Peoples 
Work Programme

Patrick Stewart, 
Elisapeta Heta

Next Gen: A Home For 
Me, Not My Disability 
Ditte R. Rudolfsen, 
Camilla Ryhl, 
Rikke Sørensen

High Quality Archi-
tecture and the Built 
Environment: 
A Political Goal

Tillman Prinz
 

10.00 Break 30 mins.

10.30 KEYNOTE DIALOGUE: 

Rethinking Resources 
- How To Do More With 
Less 
Francis Kéré,
Minik Rosing

Session kindly 
supported by Velux

Healing Architecture 
With a Children's 
Perspective

Jens Axelsson, 
Stig Gothelf, 
Inger Therese Hoff,
Rob Heuschkel, 
Susanna von Eyben

CAFx - more informa-
tion to follow…

Global Architecture 
Exchanges (GAE) @ 
UIA2023

Simon Allford

Next Gen: What Is the 
"World's Best News" in 
2030?
 
Marie Louise 
Pollman-Larsen

Architecture of the 
Pandemic 

Vassilis Sgoutas, 
Thomas C. Bøjstrup

Emergency and re-
building - more infor-
mation to follow…

11.45 Lunch / 
Sponsored symposia 

VELUX EVENT -
Build for Life Plenary

13.15 OBEL AWARD Talks

Anna Heringer,
Xu Tiantian

C40 - Green and 
Thriving 
Neighbourhoods 
Hélène Chartier, Jan 
Vapaavuori, Mark 
Watts

Architecture for 
Equality

Kjetil Trædal Thorsen

DAC - Architecture For 
the People
 
Kent Martinussen

17 Goals - 17 Architects 

Natalie Mossin, 
Billy Law, 
Thomas Nørgaard, 
Alessandro Melis, 
more names to follow...

UIA Public Spaces 
Work Programme 
Maria Feitosa

Next Gen: Turning the 
tables - more informa-
tion to follow…

UIA Sports and Leisure 
Work Programme

René Kural

14.45 Break 30 mins.

15.15 KEYNOTE DIALOGUE: 

Partnerships for 
Change - Fulfilling the 
Goals With a 
Holistic Approach

Jim Hagemann Snabe, 
Elizabeth Timme, 
Claudio Orrego (tbc)

Architecture Meets 
Politics and Policy 
Happens

Camilla van Deurs, 
Helena Bjarnegård, 
Xavi Ayala

The Politics of Archi-
tectural Quality in a 
Time of (Housing) 
Crisis 

Kristjan Kjartansson, 
Kristjan Eggertsson

Scientific Panels, 
Health - Trends 
and Insights

Christian Benimana, 
Arif Hasan

17 Goals - 17 Architects, 
continued

Natalie Mossin, 
Billy Law, 
Thomas Nørgaard, 
Alessandro Melis,
more names to follow...

Next Gen: Architecture 
Disruptors Grounded 
Sam Oboh, 
Farida Abu-Bakare, 
Anna Dyson, 
Kai-Uwe Bergmann

UIA Public Health Work 
Programme 
Ray Pentecost

16.30 See you tomorrow…

NEW RESEARCH & PAPERS* 
(appr.  75 x per day)  
Details to come

*Papers showcase the newest knowledge and push for change by challeng-
ing architectural norms and connecting research & practice in new ways

After congress hours: TOURS, SIDE-EVENTS AND PAVILLONS

PROGRAMME IN PROGRESS - MARCH EDITION



PLENARY C1 C2 C3 C4 B1 B2 B3 B4

08.30 BIG Precht - A Lyceum 

Kai-Uwe Bergmann, 
Chris Precht

Re-neighbouring - 
The Power of Living 
Together

Ofri Earon

How Cities Adapt: 
Climate Change and 
Rising Sea-levels

Sophie Hæstorp 
Andersen

Educating African Ar-
chitects for a Sustain-
able Future 
Tokunbo Omisore, 
Chrisna du Plessis, 
Mokolade Johnson

Architecture and 
Health in Low Income 
Countries

Jakob Knudsen

Finland: A Sustainable 
Architecture of Place

Rainer Mahlamäki

UIA Social Habitat 
Work Programme

Sahar Attia, 
Philippe Capelier

10.00 Break 30 mins.

10.30 KEYNOTE DIALOGUE:

Climate Adaptation 
- Building for an Unpre-
dictable Future

Kunle Adeyemi, 
Hans Joachim Schelnn-
huber

Behavioural Design as 
the Key to the Green 
Transition

Kim Herforth Nielsen, 
Susan Jayne Carruth, 
Jeff Risom

Velux Daylight Talks 

Grafton Architects

Scientific Panels, Inclu-
sivity - Trends 
and Insights

Magda Mostafa, 
Ruth Baumeister

To Build With Nothing 
- On Planetary Bound-
aries and Strategies of 
Avoidance

Anne Beim, 
Mikkel Thomassen

Next Gen: 120 Hours, 
Show Us What You've 
Got 
Charlotte Elisabeth 
Mellbye, 
Tine Hegli

Co-Creating Sustain-
able Cities at the Local 
Level

Ishtiaque Zahir Titas

UIA Architecture for All 
Work Programme 
Allen Kong

11.45 Lunch
Sponsored symposia 

13.15 OBEL AWARD Talks

Carlos Moreno, 
Mohammad Yunus, 
Rahul Mehrota, 
Natalie de Vries

Reimagining Nature- 
Based Coastal
Protection

Nina Kovsted Helk

The National Building 
Fund - Neighbourhoods 
for Generations Ideas 
Competition

Christian Pagh

Scientific Panels, Part-
nerships for Change - 
Trends and Insights 

Sandi Hilal 
Merve Bedir

Next Gen: Educate 
for a Green Transition 
in Architecture and 
Beyond

Elvira Bergman-Coates 

UIA Community Archi-
tecture and Human 
Rights work programme

Nadia Tromp, 
Qazi Arif

Emergency and re-
building - more infor-
mation to follow…

UIA SDG Commission

Cid Blanco, 
Iman Gawad

14.15 Break 30 mins.

15.15 KEYNOTE DIALOGUE:

Inclusivity - A Big Chal-
lenge for Architects 
and The Built Environ-
ment 
Chris Downey, 
Jesica Amescua Carrera, 
Mariana Ordóñez Grajales

How Can Architects Be 
Sustainable 
Changemakers

Vibeke Grupe Larsen

The Sustainable Future 
of Mass Timber 
Architecture

Monica von Schmal-
ensee, 
Robert Schmitz, 
Siv Helene Stangeland, 
Anssi Lassila

Nordic Architectural 
Associations - more 
information to follow...

Next Gen: Educate 
for a Green Transition 
in Architecture and 
Beyond, continued

Elvira Bergman-Coates

UIA member section 
France

Marie Legarez

Public Architectural 
Competitions - A Tool 
to Build a Sustainable 
and Inclusive Future 

Augusto Xavier Rey

UIA International Com-
petitions Commission

Regina Gonthier, 
Jerzy Grochulski

Confederation of 
Danish Industries - 
New European Bau-
haus Economy

Henriette Thuen

16.30 See you tomorrow…

WEDNESDAY  
JULY 5th. 

18.00 FAREWELL PARTY     location: Øksnehallen      Price: 75€

NEW RESEARCH & PAPERS* 
(appr.  75 x per day)  
Details to come

*Papers showcase the newest knowledge and push for change by challeng-
ing architectural norms and connecting research & practice in new ways

After congress hours: TOURS, SIDE-EVENTS AND PAVILLONS

PROGRAMME IN PROGRESS - MARCH EDITION



THURSDAY  
JULY 6th. 

PLENARY

09.00 Keynote: Resilient Communities - 
Nature and Biodiversity Taking Center Stage 

Mette Skjold, 
Partha Dasgupta

10.00 Break

10.30 CLOSING CEREMONY 10.30-14.00
Celebration & awards ceremony takes place to close off this year’s congress. 
Welcome by Connie Hedegaard and awards:

•  Great Green Wall Student ideas Competition 
•  The Patrick Abercrombie Prize for Urban Planning and Design 
•  The Aguste Perret Prize for Technology in Architecture 
•  The Jean Tschumi Prize for Architectural Writing and Critique 
•  The Robert Matthew Prize for Sustainable and Humane Environments
•  The Vassilis Sgoutas Prize for Implemented Architecture serving the impoverished

12.00 Break

12.30 CLOSING CEREMONY continues after a short lunch break

14.00 Thank you and goodbye

14.30 UIA General assembly 
for UIA members only

After congress hours  - TOURS, SIDE-EVENTS AND PAVILLONS

PROGRAMME IN PROGRESS - MARCH EDITION



FAREWELL PARTY
Network, explore Nordic Cuisine 
and have fun in relaxing surroundings 
with fellow congress participants 
during a Danish summer night. The 
Dinner takes place in ‘Øksnehallen’, 
one of Copenhagen’s most established 
venues, situated in the heart of the 
Meatpacking District (Kødbyen). 
Tickets can be booked where you 
register for the congress.

OTHER EVENTS 
AND ACTIVITIES

SIDE EVENTS 
FROM PARTNERS 
Friends and partners of the congress 
will offer a wide range of SIDE AND 
SOCIAL EVENTS taking place out-
side of congress hours. Stay tuned 
for experiences out of the ordinary, 
offered to congress guests around 
Copenhagen and its surroundings. 
More details to come.

ARCHITECTURAL TOURS
We have arranged for an array of Architectural 
themed TOURS taking place after the congress 
programme ends in Bella Center- for some tours, you 
need to buy a ticket, others are offered by donors 
and partners of the congress but all require you 
to be a participant in the UIA World Congress of 
Architects CPH 2023. You can book your tour tickets 
where you register for the congress and tours info 
will be on the congress website.

COPENHAGEN IS WORLD CAPITAL 
OF ARCHITECTURE 2023
Copenhagen is designated as World Capital of Architecture by UNESCO 
in connection to the UIA World Congress of Architects CPH 2023. UNESCO 
aims to show how architecture and culture can come together to respond 
to challenges of our time, especially in the environmental field.  
https://arkitekturhovedstad.kk.dk/en

THE SDG PAVILIONS
Go and explore The SDG PAVILIONS 
around the city center after the 
congress. High-rise and explorative 
constructions will greet you in the 
harbour area and its whereabouts 
and showcase the latest from 
Danish Architect Studios. 

14+ 
ARCHITECTURAL
TOURS

10-15 
SDG
PAVILLONS

50+ 
PARTNER
SIDEEVENTS

Find more www.uia2023cph.org
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