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RAFAEL VIÑOLY ARCHITECTS’ NEW DOMINO MASTER PLAN ENTERS PUBLIC REVIEW PROCESS

NEW YORK, NY – Rafael Viñoly Architects PC’s design for The New Domino entered the ULURP (Uniform Land Use Review Procedure) public review process on Monday January 4, 2010. This is a major official step forward for the project, which will create 660 units of affordable housing and four acres of public park space including a riverfront esplanade along the East River in Brooklyn. The mixed-income, mixed-used New Domino is sponsored by The Refinery, LLC, with the Community Preservation Corporation’s for-profit, developmental subsidiary CPC Resources (CPCR) as managing partner. CPC’s collective goal in undertaking the project is the development of significant affordable housing. 

Rafael Viñoly Architects PC was commissioned in 2005 to design the master plan for the 2.8-million-square-foot mixed-use complex on the site of the former Domino Sugar Refinery complex and processing facilities, an unused industrial site just north of the Williamsburg Bridge that separates Brooklyn’s Williamsburg neighborhood from the East River. The firm’s master plan design transforms the industrial complex into a modular, mixed-use and residential development that emphasizes open space and public access to the river, while simultaneously preserving the landmark Refinery complex and the famed 40-foot high Domino Sugar sign by incorporating them into the master plan design.

Rafael Viñoly said, “The New Domino’s master plan seamlessly integrates the waterfront park into the urban public realm, welcoming residents and non-residents alike through direct pedestrian extensions of the Williamsburg street grid.  Set back from the water’s edge, four residential complexes break the standard slab typology into elements of varying heights and slender proportions, creating unparalleled views of the City.”
Under the master plan, the landmarked Refinery complex is preserved and adapted for new residential, commercial, and cultural uses. New apartment buildings, constructed in phases, flank the historic Refinery complex to provide the 2,200 proposed apartments, 30 percent of which are affordable housing units designated for lower-income families. The placement of these new residences on the site opens visual corridors and pedestrian access between the Brooklyn community and the waterfront.

A nearly one-acre open lawn, sited between the Refinery complex and the river, anchors a new public waterfront esplanade, connected at its north end to Grand Ferry Park and linking the development with the preexisting public spaces in the community. For the first time in over 150 years, the site will provide Williamsburg residents with access to open riverfront space and wide views of Manhattan, the Williamsburg, Manhattan, and Brooklyn Bridges, and the New York Harbor beyond.

A modular design allows for a variety of apartment complexes, similar in plan but extruded to different heights; elevations are kept low near the surrounding neighborhood and gradually increase in height to the spectacular waterfront buildings—two are 30 stories and two are 40 stories—that offer incomparable views of Manhattan and Brooklyn. The project’s green roofs provide not only residential amenities, but also environmental benefits such as controlled stormwater runoff and a diminished “heat island” effect. In reusing a former industrial site and targeting LEED Certification the project is a model for sustainable development.

Rafael Viñoly Architects developed the overall master plan for the project as well as the concept design for all new buildings on the site. Beyer Blinder Belle developed architectural concepts for the Refinery complex, and Quennell Rothschild and Partners, LLP developed the landscape design. 
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About Rafael Viñoly Architects

Founded in New York in 1983, Rafael Viñoly Architects has offices in London, Los Angeles and the United Arab Emirates. Internationally known for architectural projects around the globe, the firm has designed many landmark cultural and civic complexes as well as institutional and commercial buildings, and master plans. Over the past quarter century, the practice has continually demonstrated its ability to reinvent institutional typologies and integrate the public realm into civic buildings.

The unusually diverse work the firm has completed includes award-winning courthouses, museums, performing arts centers, convention centers, athletic facilities, banks, hotels, laboratories, hospitals, recreational venues, residential commissions, and commercial, industrial and educational facilities. Projects range in scale from laboratory casework to urban design and master planning. The firm has also completed several projects involving the restoration and expansion of large-scale buildings of significant historical and architectural value.

The firm’s staff of over 150 design professionals, including architects, structural engineers, interior designers, computer visualization specialists, model makers, artists, and fabricators, has the capacity, structure, and experience to assume complex projects of any scale.

