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Assalamualaikum warahmatullahi wabarakatuh, Salam Sejahtera dan Salam 1Malaysia,

Terlebih dahulu saya mengucapkan tahniah kepada Penganjur “PAM-DBKL Architectural Ideas 
Competition 2014 in Designing Temporary Shelters for the KL Homeless” yang telah bertungkus 
lumus merealisasikan penganjuran pertandingan ini.

Pertumbuhan ekonomi yang pesat di Kuala Lumpur secara tidak langsung telah menyebabkan 
kenaikan kos sara hidup di bandar. Disebabkan kos sara hidup yang tinggi, make terdapat segelintir 
warga kota yang terpaksa menjadikan tepi jalan, jambatan dan kawasan awam sebagai ‘rumah’ 
mereka.

Sehubungan dengan itu, saya menyokong punuh inisiatif yang diambil oleh pihak penganjur dalam 
mengadakan pertandingan merekabentuk tempat perlindungan sementara yang kondusif dan 
‘functional’.

YBHG. DATUK SERI HAJI AHMAD PHESAL BIN HAJI TALIB
Datuk Bandar Kuala Lumpur

Dalam menyediakan pusat tersebut, kualiti produk atau teknik pembinaan tidak boleh dikompromi. 
Sebaliknya, ia harus menggunakan bahan binaan yang mampan, mesra alam dan tahan lama. 
Tempat perlindungan ini juga perlu memberikan keselesaan kepada penghuni dan mudah untuk 
diselenggara.

Semoga pertandingan ini menjadi titik permulaan untuk kita sama-sama mewujudkan tempat 
perlindungan yang lebih selesa dan selamat kepada golongan yang memerlukan.

Sayangi Kuala Lumpur !
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In the increasingly urbanised world where rural urban migration is reaching critical proportions, 
many of the migrants from rural areas, smaller towns and even from neighbouring countries find 
themselves in situations where they have difficulty making a living and end up homeless.  To meet 
the needs of theses temporarily disadvantaged population, PAM have initiated an ideas competition 
with support from DBKL to gather ideas which can be implemented in Kuala Lumpur city. This is also 
part of PAM’s role in getting Architects to serve the community they live in by contributing their talent 
and effort to resolve social problems.
 
I am glad that the competition has attracted close to 100 entries of various categories from           
Professional Architects, Graduates, planners and students of Architecture among others. There have 
been some refreshing and inspiring ideas and most of the entries have put in a considerable amount 
of effort in preparing the submissions and models, all of which PAM intends to exhibit and publish 
in the competition booklet. My thanks goes out to all those who have submitted entries.

I wish to congratulate all the winners and I am sure it has been a fulfilling time spent to come out 
with the ideas. We hope that DBKL will be able to implement some of these ideas. Finally I wish to 
thank DBKL for supporting the competition and for the cooperation with PAM in running the         
competition. Thanks must also go to all the PAM Staff, members and DBKL staff for their hard work 
in making the competition a success.

Ar. CHAN SEONG AUN
PAM President 2013-2015

PRESIDENT’S NOTE
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Greetings!

We at PAM Urban Wellbeing, Housing and Government Liaison Committee are proud to be entrusted 
by the Dewan Bandaraya Kuala Lumpur to organize an Ideas Competition to find a design solution 
to provide temporary shelters for the homeless in Kuala Lumpur. The Competition is honored to have 
six distinguished judges, combination of architects and non architects to assist in selecting the 
winning ideas. We were fortunate to have PERTIWI and Kechara Soup Kitchen Chief Executives as 
member of the jury. This helped to get valuable feedbacks from the end-user side.

As the convener for the competition, I extend my gratitude to Hjh. Nik Mastura Diyana binti Nik 
Mohamad, Deputy Director of Physical Planning Department of Dewan Bandaraya Kuala Lumpur for 
laying the necessary ground works at DBKL to facilitate the smooth running of the competition, and 
of course to the Datuk Bandar of Kuala Lumpur, Yang Berbahagia Datuk Seri Hj. Ahmad Phesal bin 
Hj. Talib for granting PAM the full support to making the event a success.

We received a total of 141 registrations with a total final submission of 97 entries. It was indeed 
overwhelming to see more submission coming in from corporate members, nearly doubling the 
students’ submissions. We received 30 entries from non PAM Corporate members who are    
currently working as graduate architects at both private and public sectors. A few submissions were 
also received from DBKL staff members with 1 submission from an overseas PAM graduate 
member working in London.

As we congratulate the winners, as Malaysian architects we must always strive to be a caring 
professional community. We must be the leading voice for the betterment of urban wellbeing and 
community living. PAM thru the Urban Wellbeing, Housing and Government Liaison Committee is 
also currently preparing to assist the Malaysian government Majlis Keselamatan Negara (MKN) in 
coming out with a Blueprint for a more sustainable flood relief building and built environment     
strategies, as our PAM Caring Professional Outreach Program to help build a better and responsible 
Malaysia.

This KL Homeless Ideas competition has strengthened my belief that Malaysian architects subscribe 
in seeking ideas thru the merits of an Open Competition. We at PAM will endeavor and strive to find 
various avenues and opportunities to encourage industry partners and the government to support 
more Open design and ideas competitions in the near future. 

To conclude, I congratulate all those who participated in this Ideas Competition and I hope you will 
continue to support all PAM’s future Design Competition for the promotion of Design Excellence. 

CONVENOR’S NOTE

Ar. SARIZAL YUSMAN YUSOFF
Competition Convernor/Organising Chairman

PAM-DBKL Architectural Ideas Competition in Designing Temporary Shelters for the KL Homeless
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This Architectural Open Ideas Competition, titled “PAM-DBKL Architectural Ideas Competition 2014 
in designing temporary shelters for the KL Homeless”, is initiated by the Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia 
(PAM) Committee for Urban Wellbeing Housing and Government Liaison and the Dewan Bandaraya 
Kuala Lumpur (DBKL). It is an Open Ideas Competition to all PAM members and other relevant 
profession. 

OBJECTIVE OF THE COMPETITION

Kuala Lumpur (KL) has seen rapid economic growth in recent years and this has indirectly resulted 
in the increase of the cost of living in the city. To some KL urbanites who are earning meagre income 
and irregular income, it has become increasingly challenging even to rent a space to call a night and 
rest after a day’s work or activity.  Many end up on the streets, living under bridges and public 
spaces. 

Their daily needs, are sometimes provided, subsidised and assisted by the DBKL and several caring 
Non-Governmental Organisations, but these on-going assistance currently seemed not well 
structured or organised. DBKL has been providing temporary shelters in the city, but will soon not 
be sufficient as the number of homeless is on the rise. Various ‘Soup Kitchens’ can only do so much 
in providing food and other daily needs as they are merely charitable organisation that operates 
solely from donations and volunteers.   

Housing the homeless is not about creating permanent homes for the less fortunate. It is more of 
creating a conducive transient shelter that could provide the much needed communal temporary 
relief for the homeless. The design of these temporary shelters should not compromise on the 
quality of the product or construction techniques. Instead, it should provide good creature comfort, 
low construction work force requirement to construct, easy and low maintenance and good usage 
of sustainable building material, environmentally friendly and low energy, durable and capable of 
lasting. It should definitely test new boundaries of architectural design. 

The objective of this ideas competition is also to promote the Malaysian architect fraternity ability in 
designing for social needs and dispel the general public notion that architects only serve the elites. 

Panel of Jury

1. Puan Norzaini binti Nordin 
 Deputy Director, Jabatan Perancangan Fizikal, DBKL

2. Y.A.D. Dato' Setia Diraja Dato' Abdul Ghani bin Haji Pateh Akhir
 City Advisory Board Member of DBKL

3. Ar. Chan Seong Aun
 PAM President

4. Ar. Dr. Lim Teng Ngiom
 PAM Awards Winner 

5. Puan Hajah Munirah Abdul Hamid
 Vice President PERTIWI, PERTIWI Soup Kitchen

6. Dato’ Ruby Khong
 President, Kechara Soup Kitchen

INTRODUCTION



CATEGORY 1

PAM CORPORATE
MEMBERS

PAM-DBKL ARCHITECTURAL IDEAS COMPETITION 2014 - IN DESIGNING TEMPORARY SHELTERS FOR THE KL HOMELESS 



PARTICIPANT : Ar. Assoc. Prof. Mustapha bin Mohamed Salleh
TITLE : KL STEP INN - Temporary Lodging for the Urban Homeless

DESCRIPTION
Using the approach used by the homeless who adopt steps and benches as a 
platform for them to rest, this shelter expands the idea into a shared communal 
space elevated from the streets for live, play and rest. These steps are designed to 
be open and welcoming in providing the needed respite for the homeless on their 
road to self-recovery. The overall shelter design is based on the principle of ‘transient 
living’ where it combines the flexibility of construction scaffolding and flat pack 
panels with the mobility of street furniture. Made from renewable and recyclable 
materials; and able to generate its own energy and water, KL Step Inn will allow the 
homeless to lightly tread the everyday rigours of urban life.
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CATEGORY 1

PAM CORPORATE MEMBERS 1st PRIZE

PAM CORPORATE MEMBERS - 1st PRIZE



CATEGORY 1

PAM CORPORATE MEMBERS2nd PRIZE
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PARTICIPANT : Ar. Azhar bin Zainal Abidin
TITLE : Temporary Shelters for the KL Homeless

DESCRIPTION
The Shelter will provide and protect the homeless population and motivate them to lift their 
spirits and confidence in the hope of changing their situation.

Lively and bright spaces are provided coupled with ease of interaction with charitable volunteer 
groups running the Shelter.  The emphasis is not just on the buildings alone, but also on the 
spaces created in between them, giving the perception of enclosure which heightens the 
feeling of community and security.

The planning derives from a study and analyses of possible Shelter activities.Four modules of 
accomodation are created to incorporate those activities. These are linked to each other by 
circulation walkways around a Central Energy Tower which houses both the main water tank 
,rainwater harvesting tank and solar panels located at the highest point. The outdoor spaces in 
betweeen modules are also designed to complement the activites within each module.

At night the Central Energy Tower also acts as a beacon for the homeless.



PARTICIPANT : Ar. Anwar bin Salleh
TITLE : A Place To Rest Your Back

DESCRIPTION
Taking the cue from the backbone – the most important structure in human anatomy 
that deserves a decent horizontal plane or even a comfortable mattress especially for 
those without a place called home - we extracted the concept for our scheme.

Its structures are regular and modulated – functionally and simplistically it is a            
circulation corridor for ‘the fiber-optic-equivalent’ of our nerve system.

Here the spine/backbone of the scheme reinvents itself as the main circulation route 
for the rooms it serves – the classic concept of the servant and the served 
(master-spaces) as professed by Louis Kahn.

From the urban context the spine is a also a threshold separating the hustle-bustle of 
the city from the oasis-like shelter - both physically by its construction with the DBKL 
billboards conveniently clipped onto it and indirectly shielding the stigma of the 
occupants from the sight of busy city dwellers.
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CATEGORY 1

PAM CORPORATE MEMBERS 3rd PRIZE

PAM CORPORATE MEMBERS - 3rd PRIZE



CATEGORY 1

PAM CORPORATE MEMBERS
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PARTICIPANT : Ar. Tan Ka Yong
TITLE : Contain[ER+]

PARTICIPANT : Ar. Yeong Siew Hung
TITLE : 3 Storey Accomodation Module



CATEGORY 1

PAM CORPORATE MEMBERS

PARTICIPANT : Dato' Ar. Dr. Mir Shahariman bin 
           Mir Shaharuddin

PARTICIPANT : Ar. Ng Wai Keong
TITLE : Home On Drift
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PARTICIPANT : Ar. Goh Bee Lai, Cheryl
TITLE : Petak Chow Kit



CATEGORY 2
NON-PAM CORPORATE MEMBERS, 
LAM MEMBERS, MIP MEMBERS
& DBKL OFFICERS
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PARTICIPANT : Chua Yheu-Shen
TITLE : Camp KL

DESCRIPTION
Camp KL addresses the urban issue of homeless habitants in the city. Instead  
of gathering the homeless in a house which lacks a sense of belonging, this 
project proposes an alternative solution, to design a space with the theme 
‘communal’. There are 3 aspects to this, namely: ‘Communal Building’, 
‘Communal Planting’ and ‘Communal Interaction’.

Derived from a modular system, there are 3 types of spaces a shelter serves 
- ‘bedroom’, ‘communal’ & ‘services’. The proposed modular of 5m x 5m 
structure once combined, forms a light weight global system which is fast to 
assemble and easy to deconstruct. The tension membrane roof forming the 
shelter is not only generic to accommodate various activities but also specific 
enough to function as a living space. Its flexible typology allows freedom in 
arranging the modules, enabling it to expand or to reduce its overall area.

13

CATEGORY 2

NON-PAM CORPORATE MEMBERS, LAM MEMBERS, MIP MEMBERS & DBKL OFFICERS 1st PRIZE

NON-PAM CORPORATE MEMBERS, LAM MEMBERS, MIP MEMBERS & DBKL OFFICERS - 1st PRIZE



PARTICIPANT : Aizam Afifie bin Zainuri
TITLE : The Leaf

DESCRIPTION
The Leaf blossomed from the idea of creating temporary shelter in 
the midst of tropical oasis surrounded by concrete jungle of KL 
metropolis. The metaphor is articulated using the forces of a shaded 
tree with wide-spread leaf that traditionally used as a shelter from 
excessive heat of the climate. Using tree as a generator, The Leaf is 
industrialized to becomes a sanctuary for groups of homeless that 
seeking shelter to live themselves from a hectic life of urban. 
Incorporation of synthesizes with natural cross ventilation to reduce 
energy building usage and to promote relaxing environment, The 
Leaf also emphasized from prefabricated building components 
invented from recyclable materials that easily dismantle for   
sustainable purposes. The Leaf becomes a haven for the homeless 
for self-conceptualization and self-generation that will contribute 
positively to community. 

CATEGORY 2

NON-PAM CORPORATE MEMBERS, LAM MEMBERS, MIP MEMBERS & DBKL OFFICERS2nd PRIZE

14 NON-PAM CORPORATE MEMBERS, LAM MEMBERS, MIP MEMBERS & DBKL OFFICERS - 2nd PRIZE



PARTICIPANT : Wong Wei Teik
TITLE : From Homeless To Homeliness

DESCRIPTION
The design tends to derive ‘Homeless to Homeliness’ in a holistic manner that 
seek enrichment and life quality improvement of the homeless.

Through a sensible zoning and spatial arrangement, the homeless can          
eventually have their moment of privacy, social interaction and to an extent able 
to generate certain income through an augmentation program by collecting and 
sorting waste materials in a more systematic and efficient way.

With the use of lightweight, recycle composite material, each cubical can be 
dismantled and relocated easily. Crossed ventilation, rain water harvesting 
system and photovoltaic cells are part of the design features to cover some of 
the basic needs for water and electricity in a sustainable manner. 

Providing a temporary shelter for the homeless will ease the access to them by 
the government agencies and NGOs so they can get regular medical care and 
eventually become able to get back on their feet.
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CATEGORY 2

NON-PAM CORPORATE MEMBERS, LAM MEMBERS, MIP MEMBERS & DBKL OFFICERS 3rd PRIZE

NON-PAM CORPORATE MEMBERS, LAM MEMBERS, MIP MEMBERS & DBKL OFFICERS - 3rd PRIZE



CATEGORY 2

NON-PAM CORPORATE MEMBERS, LAM MEMBERS, MIP MEMBERS & DBKL OFFICERS
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16 NON-PAM CORPORATE MEMBERS, LAM MEMBERS, MIP MEMBERS & DBKL OFFICERS - HONORABLE MENTION

PARTICIPANT : Fadli bin Arabi
TITLE : SHEL‘STAR’

PARTICIPANT : Lim Gim Huang
TITLE : Soul of Kuala Lumpur City Centre (sKLCC) 



CATEGORY 2

NON-PAM CORPORATE MEMBERS, LAM MEMBERS, MIP MEMBERS & DBKL OFFICERS

PARTICIPANT : Fairuz bin Abdul Aziz
TITLE : Tikar Homes

PARTICIPANT : Azlan Syarawi bin Mohamed Mokhtar
TITLE : Mobile “Kampung”

17NON-PAM CORPORATE MEMBERS, LAM MEMBERS, MIP MEMBERS & DBKL OFFICERS - HONORABLE MENTION

PARTICIPANT : Ng Jack Lin
TITLE : 60-Minutes Shelter



CATEGORY 3
PAM STUDENT 
MEMBERS
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CATEGORY 3

PAM STUDENT MEMBERS 1st PRIZE

PAM STUDENT MEMBERS - 1st PRIZE

PARTICIPANT : Michelle Chin Shi Jeat
TITLE : The ‘Epiphyte’

DESCRIPTION
Using the concept “Epiphyte”, the design intends to create opportunities for meaningful partial self-sustainable activities for the        
homeless communities through architecture, while fulfilling design requirements with voluntary simplicity thru the following approach:

Recycled art-inspired architecture ensures shelter aesthetic integrity while offer low cost, low tech and easy to maintain solution where 
flooring, roofing, partitioning and furniture are from reusable and recyclable materials which occupants can source and replace easily 
building maintenance.

Modular and lightweight structural members with simplistic construction detailing allow various building layout and easy assembly by 
people with semi-professional construction skills. (volunteers, occupants themselves )

Low tech vertical bottle farm offers meaningful engagement of daily activity by homeless community on their own food production that 
can be supplied to soup kitchens as means to reduce their operating costs, or sell to surrounding communities. 
The shelter is able to cater a total of 24 occupants at one time.



CATEGORY 3

PAM STUDENT MEMBERS2nd PRIZE
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PARTICIPANT : Chin Kah Meng
TITLE : Homeless, H2

DESCRIPTION
The idea of H² is to provide shelter and job opportunity to the homeless. Therefore, H² modular designed to have 
sleeping space and working space back to back where sleeping space is facing the back for better privacy while 
working space is facing the main road to gain maximum exposure for better interaction and business                  
opportunity.

Homeless community is designated in between the LRT columns, filling the urban lost space. It is a platform for 
the homeless to encourage each other and regain their self-confidences. It is also a platform to reduce social 
barrier between the public and homeless.

H² is a sustainable modular. It is made from standard size, light weight, less maintenance and durable materials 
to ensure quicker and lower cost construction. H² community adopted rain water harvesting system, translucent 
skin of individual modular reduces the dependency of street light and provide better surveillance at surrounding.
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CATEGORY 3

PAM STUDENT MEMBERS 3rd PRIZE

PAM STUDENT MEMBERS - 3rd PRIZE

PARTICIPANT : Soo Yin Teng
TITLE : Shelter For Homeless People Chow Kit, Kuala Lumpur

DESCRIPTION
An easy dismantles shelter which copes with the needs of the homeless people, as well as the community. By 
studying the reason of causing them be left on the street, then, the help comes in better position. Then, to                
understand a persistent help shall be mature to take care with as much aspect as possible. Therefore, a proposal 
of temporary shelter for the homeless people, shall be cost-effectively, easy dismantle, and less maintenance 
needed. A shelter shall be not only to house them, but also trying to ease the problem might be arising by the    
homeless people. Then, the shelter shall be making homeless people to feel home, and the volunteers and          
community to feel the lonely of the homeless people. For the explanation above, here we come to approach with a 
shelter made of PLASTIC ARCHITECTURE, mainly from polyethylene materials.



CATEGORY 3

PAM STUDENT MEMBERS
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PARTICIPANT : Tan Lay Shang
TITLE : The Rumah Homeless Settlement

PARTICIPANT : Chong You Leong
TITLE : Awareness Center Of Humanity



CATEGORY 2

PAM STUDENT MEMBERS

PARTICIPANT : Au Wei Jing
TITLE : Community Homeless Shelter

PARTICIPANT : Wong Kail Li
TITLE : Chow Kit’s Alley Shelter
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PARTICIPANT : Nurul Azhani binti Onn 
TITLE : UTS Urban Transient Shelter



ENTRIES

PAM-DBKL ARCHITECTURAL IDEAS COMPETITION 2014 - IN DESIGNING TEMPORARY SHELTERS FOR THE KL HOMELESS 



ENTRIES
PAM CORPORATE MEMBERS
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PARTICIPANT
Ar. Ahmad Fahmy bin Mohamad Omar

TITLE : Soul Sanctuary

PARTICIPANT
Ar. Alina Choong Ching Yen

TITLE : Pop-Up Shelter

PARTICIPANT
Ar. Azman bin Bilaji

TITLE : Temporary Shelters For The KL 
            Homeless

PARTICIPANT
Ar. Aznida binti Azlan

TITLE : KULPOD

PARTICIPANT
Ar. Azim bin Abdul Aziz

TITLE : Temporary Shelters For The KL 
            Homeless

PARTICIPANT
Ar. Chan Chin Yeow

TITLE : Atom-tel

PARTICIPANT
Ar. Hong Lim Foo

TITLE : HO.P.E. Shelter

PARTICIPANT
Ar. Kuek Wee Chien

TITLE : Buaian Loop

PARTICIPANT
Ar. Lee Been Khong

TITLE : Life Under Construction

PARTICIPANT
Ar. Iznny binti Ismail

TITLE : Temporary Inn District Outlet



ENTRIES
PAM CORPORATE MEMBERS
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PARTICIPANT
Ar. Lim Kee Yen

TITLE : Urban Slit

PARTICIPANT
Ar. M.Frid bin Abu Bakar

TITLE : Temporary Shelters For The KL 
            Homeless

PARTICIPANT
Ar. Mariyah Pit

TITLE : Payung For Homeless

PARTICIPANT
Ar. Mohamed Hafiz bin Mohamed Hashim

TITLE : Green Box

PARTICIPANT
Ar. Mah Chan Nam

TITLE : Temporary Shelters For The KL 
            Homeless

PARTICIPANT
Ar. Mohd Heikal bin Hasan

TITLE : Temporary Shelters For The KL 
            Homeless

PARTICIPANT
Ar. Mohd Yazid bin Zamri

TITLE : The Bunga Raya Hope Flower Shelter

PARTICIPANT
Ar. Ngu Ngie Woon

TITLE : Homeless to Home

PARTICIPANT
Ar. Nik Azlan bin Nik Mohamed

TITLE : Flexible Urban Pod

PARTICIPANT
Ar. Mohd Yusdi bin Yusof

TITLE : Temporary Shelters For The KL 
            Homeless



ENTRIES
PAM CORPORATE MEMBERS
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PARTICIPANT
Ar. Nik Rahiman bin Nik Mohd Taib

TITLE : PVC Foam Panel System

PARTICIPANT
Ar. Noor Hisham bin Md Yatim

TITLE : Teratak Lindungan

PARTICIPANT
Ar. Norzaini bin Mufti

TITLE : Hearth Of Consolidation

PARTICIPANT
Ar. Razali bin Omar

TITLE : KL Homeless Shelter

PARTICIPANT
Ar. Nor Hazman Abdul

TITLE : Temporary Shelters For The KL 
            Homeless

PARTICIPANT
Ar. Rushdan bin Md Salleh

TITLE : Habitat 20

PARTICIPANT
Ar. Soong Meow Sin, Mel

TITLE : KUL_PAL Clusters

PARTICIPANT
Ar. Dr. Tan Loke Mun

TITLE : Cocoon

PARTICIPANT
Ar. Teoh Way Keat

TITLE : Night + School For Homeless

PARTICIPANT
Ar. Tan Kian Hio

TITLE : 3T Shelters 
            - Transform, Transcend, Transvalue



ENTRIES
PAM CORPORATE MEMBERS

NON-PAM CORPORATE MEMBERS, LAM MEMBERS,
MIP MEMBERS & DBKL OFFICERS
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PARTICIPANT
Ar. Wee Hii Min

TITLE : Life Coach

PARTICIPANT
Ar. Wilson Sng

TITLE : A Mobile Shelter & Care

PARTICIPANT
Ar. Yap Yew Peng

TITLE : Singgah Sebentar

PARTICIPANT
Ar. Wong Peng Wai

TITLE : Temporary Shelters For The KL 
            Homeless
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